
GSL's Annual Report 
For 

AGM on 14th July 2016 

 

Group Development 

Over the last year we have maintained a full section in Beavers, and seen numbers increase 
in both Cubs and Scouts. Our Explorers are growing slowly as young people move up from 
Scouts. All in All a good sign for the group. 

I would like to welcome some new additions to our leadership team. 

Richard Simcock, as a parent he has joined as an assistant leader in our Beaver section. 
Liz Lewis, as a parent Liz is following her youngest boys joining our Cubs Leadership Team 
when they moved from Beavers. 
Rob Evans, while being shown the hall prior to renting it just before Christmas he expressed 
an interest in helping in Scouts. 
Kieran Wellard, Kieran was previously a scout in the Newark District and has now moved 
back into the area and wanted to get back involved with Scouts. 

They have all become valued members of the leadership team. 

Other Leadership News 

We welcomed Kerry back to Beavers after the birth or her son. This allowed Robin to move 
up to help with Cubs. 

I would like to thank the following leaders for their continued support for the group. 

Nicola Zadora who assists Kerry with Beavers. 
Adrian Leggett who runs Cubs. 
Amanda Baker who assists with Cubs and organises and prepares the food for our Quiz 
Night and does all the hard work for our Raffle.. 
Alan Gosling who runs Scouts. Just before Christmas Alan was recognised for completing 
his leadership training with the presentation of his wood badge. 

And not to forget those who we do not see at the meetings but perform valuable tasks for 
the group. 

Mark Burrell our chairman who has been coordinating the quotes for the building rewiring 
project and taking care of our grass when required. 
Jill Skelly our treasurer who pays the bills and keeps us straight. 
Jane Hedge who puts together the questions for our Quiz Night and tends the front garden. 
 

 



Section Updates 

Beavers 
Our Beaver Colony has been running at maximum for the last year with a busy program 
which includes visits to the Ambulance station, Pets at Home, the Air Museum and the new 
Sports Center. They have also been to Tesco to learn about Farm to Fork. The Beavers have 
made Bug Hotels and learned about Photography, Healthy eating, Keep Fit and been on a 
night hike. Richard Simcock also gave a talk about life in the RAF. 
The Beavers leadership team are planning a busy program for after the summer including 
an overnight stay at Walseby. Kerry will achieve her Nights Away Permit 

Cubs 
Our Cub Pack is seeing its numbers grow gradually. The Cubs also have a busy program 
which has included a visit to the Air museum and a Climbing Wall. They have been learning 
about Knotting, Healthy eating, Clay Modeling, Origami, Personal Safety and the 
Communicator badge with a radio demonstration from Adrian. Richard Simcock came in and 
gave a talk on life in the RAF to the Cubs. 
Cubs are celebrating 100 years and attended the activity camp at Walesby over the bank 
holiday weekend at the end of May. Adrian has achieved his Nights away permit 

Scouts and Explorers 
The Scouts and Explorers are also kept busy taking part in Orienteering, Problem Solving 
and Sewing activities. They have had Fun with Cameras and been out on Night Hikes, some 
of which ended up at the chip shop in Balderton. They have also completed the Paddle 
Power canoeing course. On Friday they had a gliding experience..... 
They have been out on a Winter (Brrrr) camp and the senior Scouts and Explorers took part 
in a Back to Basics camp where Alan completed the requirements for the Green Field camp 
permit. 
We are looking at putting together a Duke of Edinburgh team for the first time in a number 
of years. 

Buildings and Grounds 
The gates for the outside of the hall have been put on hold as we have more pressing 
projects to complete. 

The biggest of our projects is to have the hall rewired. Having received some quotes over 
£11000 we applied and was awarded £2000 from the Bernard Sunley foundation. The funds 
will be released on the commencement of the work. Many thanks to the Parish Council and 
Mrs Maureen Dobson for their contributions to the funds for this project. We have received 
a quote which is less than £11000 and from a reputable company which we will be pursuing. 
This will involve closing the hall for about 7 to 10 days for the work to be carried out but it 
will be worth it. 

The next project will be to replace the main hall windows. The wood work has been patched 
so many times that there is very little of the original frame left in places. 

We still have many other projects to complete but we are making progress. 

 



Fund Raising 
The raffle that we held at Christmas was a great success raising £1300, I think that is going 
to be a regular feature. Many thanks to Amanda for organising this. 
Our next Quiz night will be this Saturday 16th July. Without advertising we sold 11 tables 
catering for 63 people. It is going to be busy. 
Gift Aid – we need everyone to sign up for this as we can get over £1000 back from the 
government which we need for our projects. We are currently at just under £1000 with forms 
to come back in. 
At the beginning of April we put up our hall hire charges to £7 per hour to help us with the 
increasing fuel bills. 
In May we were in the Waitrose Community scheme and received a donation of £241. 
At the end of June we had a joint bag pack with 7th Newark at Morrisons where we raised 
£560. 
Amanda has organised another bag pack for later in the year to coincide with the Christmas 
raffle preparations. 

The Group and the Future 
I can always see growth for the group and over all we are growing. 
Our Scout section is still growing with a lot of outside interest. 
The numbers we have in Scouts are reaching our capacity for the hall, we are looking at 
ways around this but keep coming up with someone it does not suit. 
We will resolve the situation in time. 
Our Beavers are fully subscribed until the middle of next year which is great. 
I am pleased to say that I have a strong leadership team in all sections and my thanks go 
out them all for the hard work and their devotion to providing the full, exciting and balanced 
program that is being provided here at 1st Coddington Scout Group. 

To Conclude 
Following a busy and exciting year we can only look forward to what next year will bring. 
I cannot stress enough how important it is that our records are kept up to date with respect 
to current address, contact phone numbers and medical conditions. While your family 
members are on our activities we need to be able communicate with you all and plan with 
regards to personal conditions of the young people. Without up to date information this make 
things more difficult for the section leaders. 
I can only thank my leaders for the hard work they are putting into the program both at the 
hall and away from it. 
Not to forget the partners left at home while Scouting activities are going on, Thank you for 
your patients. 
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catering for 63 people. It is going to be busy. 
Gift Aid – we need everyone to sign up for this as we can get over £1000 back from the 
government which we need for our projects. We are currently at just under £1000 with forms 
to come back in. 
At the beginning of April we put up our hall hire charges to £7 per hour to help us with the 
increasing fuel bills. 
In May we were in the Waitrose Community scheme and received a donation of £241. 
At the end of June we had a joint bag pack with 7th Newark at Morrisons where we raised 
£560. 
Amanda has organised another bag pack for later in the year to coincide with the Christmas 
raffle preparations. 

The Group and the Future 
I can always see growth for the group and over all we are growing. 
Our Scout section is still growing with a lot of outside interest. 
The numbers we have in Scouts are reaching our capacity for the hall, we are looking at 
ways around this but keep coming up with someone it does not suit. 
We will resolve the situation in time. 
Our Beavers are fully subscribed until the middle of next year which is great. 
I am pleased to say that I have a strong leadership team in all sections and my thanks go 
out them all for the hard work and their devotion to providing the full, exciting and balanced 
program that is being provided here at 1st Coddington Scout Group. 

To Conclude 
Following a busy and exciting year we can only look forward to what next year will bring. 
I cannot stress enough how important it is that our records are kept up to date with respect 
to current address, contact phone numbers and medical conditions. While your family 
members are on our activities we need to be able communicate with you all and plan with 
regards to personal conditions of the young people. Without up to date information this make 
things more difficult for the section leaders. 
I can only thank my leaders for the hard work they are putting into the program both at the 
hall and away from it. 
Not to forget the partners left at home while Scouting activities are going on, Thank you for 
your patients. 


